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Introduction  

• 

• 

• 

• 

UCN Pangolin Specialist Group http://www.pangolinsg.org/

http://www.natureworldnews.com/articles/6367/20140317/plight-of-the-pangolin-the-most-trafficked-animal-on-earth-needs-more-protection.htm
http://www.pangolinsg.org/


  



1. Countries involved 

Asia 

2 http://www.traffic.org 



Africa 

http://www.news24.com/Green/News/Gabon-poachers-decimate-pangolin-20140819
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/11/141107-togo-vietnam-forest-elephants-ivory-smuggling-animals-conservation/


2. Economic, social and political context 

Nicolson, G. (2015) South Africa: Where 12 million live in extreme poverty http://goo.gl/cqqAYV

nternational Fund for Agricultural Development Rural poverty in Africa. Available in:  http://goo.gl/9MPxaB

http://data.worldbank.org/country/south-africa
http://data.worldbank.org/country/south-africa
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/region/home/tags/africa
http://www.dlist.org/sites/default/files/doclib/Abalone%20Trade%20in%20South%20Africa.pdf
http://america.aljazeera.com/multimedia/2015/1/the-human-cost-ofrhinopoaching.html


  



3. Quantitative data  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 http://pangolin.org.za
6 Lo, C. (2014). Pangolin scales worth HK$17m found hidden in shipments from Africa. Available in: 

http://goo.gl/lhg0M9 

http://annamiticus.com/2013/05/01/four-pangolin-smuggling-busts-in-four-countries-in-10-days/
http://annamiticus.com/2014/05/28/1-ton-pangolin-scales-south-africa-seized-hong-kong/
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1534140/pangolin-scales-worth-hk17m-found-hidden-shipments-africa
http://pangolin.org.za/


- 

- 

- 

- 

  

http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1534140/pangolin-scales-worth-hk17m-found-hidden-shipments-africa
http://annamiticus.com/2014/01/03/pangolin-trafficking-8000-pangolins-seized-2013/
https://www.issafrica.org/publications/monographs/monograph-57-the-challenge-to-control-south-africas-borders-and-borderline-ettienne-hennop-clare-jefferson-and-andrew-mclean


Figure 1. Number of pangolin individuals confiscated in southern Africa between 1 January 2000 and 
31 December 2013. 

 
 

An additional 15 individuals were confiscated in Namibia during this period, but the exact year(s) of 
confiscation are unknown and hence these seizure are not represented in this figure.  Source: South 

African Journal of Wildfire Research Vol. 44, No. 2, October 2014. 
 

Table 1. Year, location of seizure, commodity, species and number of infividualds/weigth of African 
pangolin/derivated in trade, 2000-2012 

 

Year Location of Seizure Commodity Species 
No. Of 

individuals/ 
weight (kg) 

Source 

2000 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

2001 

Mozambique Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
2 THT 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

2003 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

Namibia Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

2004 Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

2008 

Zimbabwe Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

China Live Manis sp. 4 kg Media 

France Live Manis sp. 1 
French 

Customs 
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2009 

France (Cameroon) Live Manis sp. 3 Media 

France (Cte 
d'Ivoire/Hong Kong) 

Scales Manis sp. 96 kg 
French 

Customs 

France (Central 
African Republic) 

Body(ies) Manis sp. 4 
French 

Customs 

2010 

South Africa Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

USA Body(ies) Manis sp. >4 Media 

France (Congo) Body(ies) Manis sp. 1 
French 

Customs 

France Body(ies) Manis sp. 1 
French 

Customs 

2011 

France Meat Manis sp. 15 kg Media 

Zimbabwe Specimen 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

Zimbabwe Specimen 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

Mozambique Scales 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
Unknown Media 

Namibia Specimen 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

Belgium 
(Guinea/Thailand) 

Skins (with 
scales) 

African White-bellied Pangolin 
Phataginus tricuspis 

100 
Belgian 

Customs 

Kenya Specimen 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

Zimbabwe Seizure 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

Zimbabwe Seizure 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 THT 

China (Nigeria) Meat/Scales Manis sp. 311 kg Media 

2012 

Belgium 
(Guinea/China) 

Scales 
Giant Ground Pangolin Smutsia 

gigantea 
Unknown 

Belgian 
Customs 

Belgium 
(Cameroon/Belgium) 

Body(ies) Manis sp. c, 200 kg 
Belgian 

Customs 

Belgium 
(Unknown/China) 

Scales Manis sp. 
c. 20 small 

bags 
Belgian 

Customs 

Uganda Scales Manis sp. 4 kg Media 

Uganda Scales Manis sp. 115 kg Media 

Kenya Live 
Temminick's Ground Pangolin 

Smutsia temmininckii 
1 Media 

China (Angola) Scales Manis sp. 6 Media 

 

Source: media reports, Custom agencies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



4. Qualitative data  

Unknown (2014)

http://www.news24.com/Green/News/Uganda-seizes-massive-ivory-pangolin-haul-20150126


  

Unkown (2014) No Place to Hide for Africa's Pangolins Amid China Buying Spree. Available in: https://goo.gl/VfZKek
9 Farge, E. & Obangome, G. (2014). No place to hide for Africa's pangolins amid China buying spree. Available in: 
http://goo.gl/Ipp3CV 
10 The Economist (2015). One among many. Available in: http://goo.gl/HxYCTn 

http://www.voanews.com/content/reu-pangolin-poaching-gabon-china-wildlife-trade/2454457.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/reu-pangolin-poaching-gabon-china-wildlife-trade/2454457.html
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21639554-china-has-become-big-africa-now-backlash-one-among-many


Conclusion 
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