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Returning to the massive 7-ton export permit granted to Maku in 2014, Ugandan 

environmental NGO Greenwatch sued the UWA for improper conduct, alleging that the 

export permit was being used as a cover for ongoing illicit activities, and insisting that the 

permit should be revoked. Their case was dismissed in June 2015, and Maku granted 

permission to proceed with his export31. 

There has been no further word on this case. 

In July 2012, James Busanani, a resident of Kisoro, West Uganda, was intercepted with 

115 kg of pangolin scales, while driving to meet Chinese clients in Kampala32. He told 
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Congo and throughout Uganda, paying his suppliers 50,000 Ugandan Shillings per 

kilogram, equivalent at the time to $20 US. Busanani claimed that he had exported 

pangolin scales to China many times before.  

  



Conclusion 

There is evidence that pangolin trafficking has become entwined with other illicit wildlife 

trades on the continent, with confiscations of large shipments containing pangolin products 

alongside ivory. Africa is increasingly seen as a profitable source, destination, or trans-

shipment point for organized criminal activities; pangolins appear to have become just 

another commodity on the thriving black-market. This report has revealed links between 

pangolin trafficking and the illicit ivory trade in both West and East Africa, with the 

movement of pangolin products between Africa states, destined ultimately for China. 
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